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Membership News
from Betty Anderson, Membership Committee Chair

Donald Daley of Oak Harbor won the Tree Lighting

trip to Leavenworth (Special Convention Issue - Octo-

ber) as a result of the membership drawing. He has de-

cided that he has been there, done that and can think of no

other trip he would like to take. Therefore, he donated the

value of the trip, $300, to the Legal Fund.
President’s Message from George Masten

RPEC needs YOU!

Your membership empowers RPEC to help make your retirement more secure.  Our
mission is to protect the pension benefits you have earned from your public employ-
ment.  We educate and, if need be, pressure members of the Legislature to do the right
thing on retiree issues.  Our first priority is pension governance – we must have a mean-
ingful voice and vote in decisions affecting the retirement systems.  We want health
coverage to be available and affordable for all retirees, affordable prescription medi-
cines, and realistic cost-of-living adjustments to protect the purchasing power of our
pensions.

We are rapidly approaching 2003 and the next Legislative session.  We are already
working on the above issues – talking to legislators, testifying before the JCPP and work-
ing in partnership with active and retiree groups who share the same goals as we do and
are working to achieve them.

At the last JCPP meeting, members of the committee were reminded that RPEC and
the school retirees (WSSRA) represent over 27,000 members statewide.  That’s an im-
pressive number, especially since retirees are known to be reliable voters.

During the coming session, we will need your voice to be heard when pension gover-
nance and prescription drug costs are being considered, either in committees or on the
floor of the House or Senate.  Your involvement, through e-mails, letters, visits or calls
to your legislators, is vital to accomplishing our goals.  We don’t want them to get the
notion that we  are a paper tiger.  Tell your local chapter you want to be contacted when
we need your help.

Executive Director’s Report from Cassandra de la Rosa

It’s hard to believe that I’ve been your executive director for six months; here’s a brief summary
of what I’ve been doing.

Improving RPEC’s visibility.  We’re working to develop awareness and support among the general
public of RPEC and retiree issues.  We’ve had several newspapers publish our letter on contribution

rates.  The Yakima Herald-Republic covered our convention and the Olympian did a story on our

new president.

Member development.  It’s important to educate existing members as well as recruit new ones.

We have new fact sheets on our key issues that are informative and easy to understand, and a new
prospective member letter that highlights the benefits of joining RPEC. Our website and newsletter

are loaded with information of value to members.  I’ve been attending chapter meetings and have
enjoyed meeting many of you.

RPEC office.  The RPEC office is running smoothly and efficiently.  The staff is there to serve the
members, whether it’s answering a question, getting information or helping solve a problem.  They

are doing a great job.

Thank You Chapter One - Buckley

A note of thanks and appreciation to Chapter One -

Buckley area members Dan Morgan, Dale Clark,

LaDeanna Clark, Arlene Martin, Marjorie Powell, Rita

Seymour, and Kelly St.George for volunteering their time

and energies to applying stickers reflecting the recent dues

change on our blank membership cards. They took care

of over 5000 membership cards and brochures.

Election 2002:

A Wake Up Call for Senior Advocates
from Alliance for Retired Americans Friday Alert, Nov. 8th

“The November 5th mid-term elections were devastating to older

Americans, as well as middle-income workers and their families,

who took to their government for help with the essentials of life -

jobs, education, housing, health care and pension protection,” says

George Kourpias, President of the Alliance for Retired Americans.

“As advocates, we knew the importance of the elections but sadly

money talks and we were outspent and outmaneuvered by the phar-

maceutical industry, private insurance companies and Wall Street

money managers who bestowed hundreds of millions of dollars on

ad campaigns to distort the issues.”

Executive Board News

The executive board voted to fill two vacancies, one
created by the resignation of Charles Collins from District
4, the other to replace George Masten, District 7, who
was elected RPEC president.

Dick Tatro, Chapter 21, was appointed to fill the District
4 position; Wanda Riley, Chapter 2, is the new District 7
board member.  Both were nominated by chapters in their
board districts and are members of a chapter in their district,
as required by the constitution.

The next Executive Board Meeting will be on Friday,
December 6, at the Ramada Inn in Olympia.  The meeting
begins at 9:00 a.m.  All members are invited to attend.  If
you want lunch, contact Linda at the Council office. The
cost is $11.95 plus tax and gratuity.

NOTICE - Your Legislative District

Beginning with this issue, you will notice on the addressed face of
this newsletter, in the bottom left corner, “Your Legislative District

is ____”. This will remain on the newsletters during the 2003 Legis-
lative session for your convenience.

If you have no legislative district listed, or feel the one provided is
incorrect, please refer to your voter’s card and also contact Derek
at the Council office at 1-800-562-6097 to let us know so that we
may update our records or assist you in finding your legislative disitrict.

Please keep in mind also, that there was a recent redistricting so

your legislative district may have changed.

Speakers Available

Leaders from the Washington State Medical Association

(WSMA) would like the opportunity to speak to members about the
increasing difficulty senior citizens are having finding doctors. We
would like to discuss some of the ways all of us can help change the
state’s ailing health care system. Please call Erik Mickelson at 206-
262-0395 or email: emickelson@kncb.com
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The Current Costs of Christmas - by PNC Financial Services group, Pittsburg, PA, 2001

It’s Time to Look at Governance Again!
By Ed Montermini, Western Washington Vice-President

The Joint Committee on Pension Policy (JCPP) met on

November 13, 2002 , and allowed testimony from individuals

and organizations on the subject of governance.  Our  executive

director, Cassandra de la Rosa and I presented testimony on

behalf  of RPEC.  A copy of my written testimony given to the

JCPP is on our website,  www. rpecwa.org.

Several other parties spoke giving their respective positions

on governance. There were also some current amendments

offered by one member of the JCPP.  No action was taken on

the basis that the JCPP will consider the matter and develop

their final bill for their December meeting. I would not even try

to determine what they will come up with .  We will just have to
wait until December to see their final product before we can
establish our exact course of action. Meanwhile, we are
conducting a preliminary review of our bill from last year,
HB2083,  from the standpoint of revising and filing it again during
the 2004 session.

If you have any questions or comments,  please forward
them to the council office.  We will keep you posted on future
events as they occur.

Report on Senior Citizens’ Lobby Meeting of

November 18, 2002
from Cassandra de la Rosa

No Senior Lobby Day:  Because of construction and build-

ing closures at the Capitol Campus, the Lobby will not hold its

annual Legislative Day in 2003.  There will be no opportunity

for tours, the handicapped parking spaces are very limited, and

it is difficult to move freely on campus.  Should any member of

the Lobby decide to host a Legislative Day, they will try to

assist.

Legislative priorities:  The Senior Lobby endorsed pen-

sion governance as one of its legislative priorities for the 2003

session.  The Lobby position on governance mirrors I-790 in

that it calls for an independent board controlled by members of
the systems.  I worked with the WSSRA and WEAR members
of the Lobby to develop the position taken by the group.

The Lobby’s other legislative priorities are:  controlling pre-
scription drug costs, reforming Washington’s tax structure to
make it more progressive, and support for long-term care is-
sues. There currently are 22 members of the Lobby, including
RPEC.

Initiative I-790 Results

Initiative Measure No. 790 concerns Law Enforcement Of-
ficers’ and Fire Fighters’ Retirement System, Plan 2 (LEOFF2).
This measure would place management of the LEOFF2 in a
board of trustees consisting of six plan participants, three em-
ployer representatives and two legislators.

Votes Overall %

Yes 902,787 53.02%
No 799,797 46.97%

Reponse from Sen. Maria Cantwell

Re: RPEC Resolution #1: Cost of

Prescription Drugs (Special Issue - October)

If you recall from the convention issue, Resolution #1 stated
that RPEC endorse, and convey to our congressional delegation,
a request that a congressional investigation be made of the pricing
practices of pharmaceutical companies and their use of patent

law protection.

Cassandra de la Rosa, Executive Director, conveyed that

request on behalf of RPEC to Senator Maria Cantwell. On
November 1, 2002, RPEC received a response from the
Senator.

Simplified, her response consisted of describing two different
bills she co-sponsored, the Medicare Outpatient Prescription

Drug Act (S. 2625) and the Drug Competition Act of 2001 (S.

754). She also mentioned a recent bill passed by the Senate,
the Greater Access to Affordable Pharmaceuticals (S. 812).

We will have available on our website, the Senator’s
response in it’s entirity along with links to the above bills.

Lesson in Charity
from the Vancouver Columbian

Secretary of State Sam Reed and Christine Gregoire,
Washington’s attorney general, are doing their best to turn
generous souls into wise men this holiday season.

They released their annual financial report on paid
solicitors. It shows how much of the money solicitors collect
actually goes to the charities they serve. Eighty-two
commercial fund-raisers are registered with Reed’s office,
as required by law. These 82 solicited nearly $334 million
in Washington in a year’s time, returning 49.1 percent of
that amount to their charity clients. If 49 percent sounds
like too little bang for your generous buck, try 15 percent.
That’s what 17 of these 82 commercial solicitors returned

to their respective charities. Of that, a state press release

quotes Gregoire saying, “The law does not require paid
solicitors to give charities a specific percentage of the money
they collect in the charities’ names.” Since the law can’t

enforce charity above profit, givers must.  The state

recommends a series of questions people should ask when
solicited for money. The biggie is whether a solicitor is a
paid commercial fund-raiser or a charity volunteer. Then

people should ask for written information on how much of

the total funds raised are returned to or retained by the
charitable organization promoted. People can also call the

state’s Charities Hotline at 800-332-4483 to find out if a
solicitor is registered with the state and explore other

questions.

Reed is making trips to senior centers in the area to talk

to people about the report and give them tools to help

Washington State Voters Ahead of the Curve

Final results from the November elections are still being tal-

lied, but in review, Washington voters appear to be ahead of

the national curve.

In Washington state, 3, 212,997 voters turned out on Tues-

day the 5th, approximately  56.2 percent of registered voters in
the state.

Nationally, 78.7 million American voters turned out, which
is approximately 39.3 percent of those eligible to vote.

In Washington state, Republicans will control the Senate,
25-24 and in the House, Democrats will have control, 52-46.
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gearing up for 2003 Legislative Session.

ensure their money goes where they think it will at acceptable return
levels. Senior citizens are often most vulnerable to commercial
solicitors’ marketing practices, which can include high-pressure
pitches to make decisions on impulse. Other times it can include
calling a charity by a name that is similar to a well-known, respected
charity.

Seniors are often inundated with solicitations. A staggering prop
used by Reed is a 6-foot long scroll listing every soliciting organization
that has hit up at least one Olympia resident this year. Washingtonians
should study the state’s tips. Of course, the easiest way to ensure
that money is doing what a person wants it to do is to become directly
involved with an organization close to home.

How to Contact Your Legislators

Via the telephone:

Washington State Legislative Hotline 1-800-562-6000. To use

the hotline, you must be a constituent of the legislator being con-
tacted.

Via the Internet:

State Legislature’s Home Page: www.leg.wa.gov

Via the Postal Service:

The Honorable Gary Locke, Governor, State of Washington,

PO Box 40002, Olympia, Wa 98504

The Honorable ______________, Washington State Senate,

PO Box 40482, Olympia, Wa 98504

The Honorable _________, Washington State Representative,

PO Box 40600, Olympia, Wa 98504.


