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RPEC NewsU pd ate requestsfor legidativeprioritiesfor thecomingyear. Besureto

Thanksfor the great responseto thelast newdetter inthe new
format. We'll beusing it several timesayear. Between“big”
issues, you' Il get RPEC newsupdateslikethisone.

Board Meeting Highlights
The RPEC board met on May 11, 2004. Copiesof the min-
uteswere sent to chapter presidents. Herearesomehighlights:

Chapter 4 revitalized!

No chapter isdead until it'sburied. President GeorgeMasten
and board member Jim Spangler reported on aspecia meeting
with Chapter 4 membersto renew participation in the chapter.
George used afreelunch to tempt membersto the meeting and
enlisted afull dateof officersfor 2004-05. Newly-dected pres-
dent Gerry Beckendorf reported that 25 members attended
thenext mesting.

RPEC visbility is growing!

The monthly articles about RPEC members in the FTE
Newsmagazineareworking. Theeditor told RPEC that read-
erslovethearticlesand look forward to them each month. A
quarter page ad fashioned after our very popular posterswas
put inthe Juneissueto bolster that visibility.

L egislative committee report

TheL egidative Committeereportsthat they havemet threetimes
thisyear and plan to have amember attend each meeting of the
Sdect Committeeon Pension Policy tofollow their issues. They
asked each board member to notify chaptersasking for their
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contact Jane Perry (jperry1110@yahoo.com) or Cassandrade
laRosaat the Council officewith your suggestions.

Tax Fairness Coalition presentation

Thismeeting's speaker was Paul Benz with the Tax Fairness
Coalition. His presentation focused on the effects of
Washington’stax structure on peopleof variousincomegroups.

ARA Convention

Jm Lengenfelder and George Masten attended theAlliancefor
Retired Americans(ARA) regiona conventionin LasVegasin
lateApril. Thewestern region of ARA hasover 400,000 mem-
bers. ARA focuses on national issuesof importanceto retirees.
Atthelocal level they develop leadership and do fundraising.
ThestateARA conventionwill be June 30. RPEC hasnotified
chapter presidentsthat the Council iswillingto pay theregistra-
tionfeefor delegates.

Norm Schut Award

Board memberswere reminded of the Norm Schut Award for
exemplary serviceto RPEC. Chapterswill beasked duringthe
summer whether they wish to make nominations.

Forum nets just one candidate

On May 11, the RPEC general membership was invited to
Olympiato hear the candidatesfor governor speak and answer
questions. Roughly 35 peopleattended the breakfast meeting.
Theonly candidateto appear was Christine Gregoire. Theother
candidateswereinvited by the Council officeand contacted by
individual RPEC memberswho know them personaly, urging
themto attend. They were also asked to send aspokesperson
if they could not personally come. Nonedid so.

Gregoire endorsed by PAC

The RPEC Palitica Action Committee (PAC) metin Olympia
on June 14, to plan for the el ection season under way and to
interview candidatesfor governor for the purpose of making an
endorsement. All candidateswere notified onthe same day
that interviewswere being conducted and offered achoice of
timedots. TheRon Simscampaign declined dueto aconflict.
Schedulersfor Dino Ross and Christine Gregoire scheduled
interviews. On Friday, June 11, the Rossi campaign calledto
cancel theinterview dueto aconflict, though Mr. Ross had a
fundraising event in Olympiaafew hoursafter theinterview
was scheduled to occur. Only Christine Gregoir e appeared
beforethecommittee.

The committeelistened to Ms. Gregoire and asked questions
regarding issuesof concerntoretirees. Based on her willing-
nessto appear and her positionson our issues, the committee
voted to endorse her for governor and to contribute the legal
maximumto her campaign.

Murray endorsed

Infederal races, the committee endorsed Patty Murray for
re-electiontothe U.S. Senate, and Jay Inslee, Rick Larsen,
Brian Baird, Don Barbieri, Norm Dicks, im McDermott and



Adam Smithto congressond seats. RPEC cannot legdly make
contributionsto federal candidates.

Kreidler endorsed

The PAC a so voted to endorse state insurance commissioner
MikeKreidler without aninterview, based on his past sup-
port for our issuesand thefact that he has no credible opposi-
tion. The committeevoted to contribute $500 to hiscampaign.

Convention corner

The 33 RPEC Annual Conventionisjust around the corner.
It will bein Olympiaon September 20, 21 and 22 at The Red
Lion OlympiaHotel. If you haven't aready done so, you will
want to makeyour hotel reservationsbeforeall theroomsare
gone. Besuretotell them you arewith the RPEC to get our
discounted price. Thechapter preliminary delegatelistsare
due July 2. Remember thoseold eyeglassesand hearing aids
for thosewho can't afford them? Bring themwithyou! Nydia
Spangler will seethat they get to thosewho really need them.

New Benefit for RPEC members

Discountsto over 1,500 health clubsnationwideinclud-
ing Bally Total Fitness, Select Gold’s Gyms and many
other top fitnessclubs.

Thingsare shaping up for RPEC members. Get AFSCME dis-
countson new health club membershipsat over 1,500 health
clubsinduding Bdly’'sFitnessand select World and Gold'sGym
acrossthe country. Union Plushas partnered with Globalfit Fit-
ness Sol utionsto provide these hedlth club savingsfor you.

TheUnion PlusHed th Club Discount givesyou:

-A pre-negotiated 20-60% discount on initiation and monthly
feesat over 1,400 hedth clubsnationwide, including Bally To-
tal Fitness.

‘Theflexibility of amonth-to-month membership. Nolong-term
commitment necessary.

NOTE: Toreceiveyour AFSCM E discounted rates, you must
enroll through Global Fit, not directly through theclub. These
ratesare not availableto the genera public. Participation for
current club membersisnot available. Toll-free Health Club
Help Line— 1-888-294-1500.

GIMME

RPEC will give you $60 in
return for 5 new members!

If you recruit five (5) new RPEC members in one 12 month
period, you'll automatically receive a check for $60 from

RPEC. *

Get $60 for every five (5) members you sign up! No limit!

Plus... do your friends a favor by introducing them to the

world of RPEC MEMBER BENEFITS!!

The top three (3) recruiters will still win cash awards at the

RPEC Annual Convention.

*effective July 1, 2004
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