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Executive Director’s Report
from Cassandra de la Rosa

No one gets faster attention from lawmakers than their constituents.  That’s what members
of the RPEC Legislative Committee learned when they found themselves in the role of citi-
zen-lobbyists on March 25.  The Lobby Day was an activity to make state senators aware of
how strongly we opposed SHB 1204 – the pension governance bill.  The effort was sponsored
by RPEC, the Federation of State Employees, Washington State Patrol retired and active, and
LEOFF 1 retirees.

Chair Glen Hallman agreed to suspend his regularly scheduled meeting to have committee
and other RPEC members who joined us talk to legislators about the importance of having a
balanced committee with fiduciary responsibility in charge of setting pension policy.  Alto-
gether, over 50 people from the various groups turned out.  They formed teams and, armed

President’s Message
from George Masten

Taking the role of devil’s advocate, one RPEC member asked:  Since Substitute House Bill
1204, establishing a select committee on pension policy, passed the Senate 45 to 3, should we
examine whether we’re on the right side of the issue?

In the last newsletter, I outlined our unsuccessful fight in the House of Representatives to
improve Substitute House Bill 1204, which creates a select committee on pension policy domi-
nated by legislators and employers.  SHB 1204 is being touted as a “first step” toward improv-
ing how decisions are made over pension benefits and funding – a process called pension
governance. It’s an understatement to say the Legislature is not eager to relinquish control.

In the Senate, a small opportunity to improve the bill was dashed by testimony from a
number of the smaller active and retiree groups, who bought in to the idea that something,
however insignificant, was better than nothing.  We don’t believe our price for taking the
Legislature off the hook should be so cheap!

RPEC, the Federation, the active and retired State Patrol, and LEOFF 1 retirees argued at
hearings and with individual senators that the proposed committee lacked balance and fidu-
ciary responsibility.  We said that SHB 1204 should be shelved and a better solution developed
for the 2004 session.  We made it clear that together we represent over 50,000 active and
retired members of the systems, far more than the other groups, and our members’ views
should prevail.  As in the House, many senators agreed with us but were unwilling to force a
vote on our amendments, either in committee or on the floor.

We’re asking for progress we can build on in the future, not token representation on a
committee controlled by legislators and employers.  I believe SHB 1204 represents the first
step in a journey of a thousand miles – without shoes.  We’re right to say no and use every
opportunity to kill the bill, including asking the governor to veto it.

The State legislative site is now updated!

Here are the relevant pages to use:
Washington State Legislature (main page)
http://www.leg.wa.gov/wsladm/default.htm

Especially relevant pages
Find out who represents you - District Finder - use this
page to determine member legislative districts (these are
the new redistricted districts)!!!
http://dfind.leg.wa.gov/dfinder.cfm

JCPP
http://www.leg.wa.gov/jcpp

HOUSE MEMBERS
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/hadm/name/htm

SENATE MEMBERS
http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/members/default.htm

CONGRESSIONAL INFORMATION
http://www.leg.wa.gov/common/maps/congdist.htm

HOUSE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/opr/stcommpg.htm

SENATE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
http://www.leg.wa.gov/rosters/senate/
scommitteemembersbycommittee.html

BILL INFORMATION
http://www.leg.wa.gov/wsladm/bills.cfm

LAWS AND AGENCY RULES
http://slc.leg.wa.gov/default.htm

CALENDARS & LEG. MEETING SCHEDULES
http://www.leg.wa.gov/wsladm.calendar.cfm

SHB 1204, the right decision?

Executive Director’s Report - Cont’d. next page

RPEC Website Discussion Forum a Flop
In a continued effort to increase communication between

members and chapters due to requests from the member-
ship, your website editor implemented a discussion forum
and an invitation to join was sent out to all Chapter Legis-
lative contacts (approx. 80 people). Only 3 people showed
interest and only one posted comments.

Anyone perusing the website would have also stumbled
across the forum.

As a result of the lack of interest in this tool, the discus-
sion forum will be discontinued this month. We can only
supply the tools and the means, for you to be involved.

New Membership Database Implemented
The Council Office has been working since 1981 with a

30 year-old data program housed by WFSE and time has
finally caught up with it. It has been having increased prob-
lem staying functional and operational and the office is of-
ten left without the means to work with member data.

Effective in April, the Council Office began using this
new database program, written in-house by staff, full-time.
There are a couple “bugs” yet to work out of the system,
but we are now operating with a program that is functional
during all business hours.

This program has streamlined much of the user input
and lookup time, which in the long run, will save RPEC
money on staff time.

The program also did not cost the organization anything,
except a few hairs pulled out by an already balding staff
member,  as it was being developed in the office.
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How to Contact Your Legislators
Via the telephone:

Washington State Legislative Hotline 1-800-562-6000.
To use the hotline, you must be a constituent of the
legislator being contacted.

Via the Internet:
State Legislature’s Home Page: www.leg.wa.gov

Via the Postal Service:
The Honorable Gary Locke, Governor, State of Wash-

ington, PO Box 40002, Olympia, Wa 98504

The Honorable ______________, Washington State
Senate, PO Box 40482, Olympia, Wa 98504

The Honorable _________, Washington State Repre-
sentative, PO Box 40600, Olympia, Wa 98504.

Legislative Update

Since January, we have been reporting our struggle to improve the Joint Committee on Pension Policy’s proposal to
restructure itself into a select committee on pension policy.  The president’s message reports our efforts in the state Senate.
As this is written, there is disagreement between the House and Senate over one word in a Senate amendment requiring
subcommittees to advise the representatives of the active and retiree groups on the committee, and the make-up of an
executive committee.  If they don’t reach agreement by midnight, April 27, the bill may die for this session.

!!! LEGISLATIVE ACTION ALERTS !!!
Executive Director’s Report - Cont’d.

Board to meet in Spokane
The RPEC board will meet on Tuesday, May 20, at the

Ridpath Hotel in Spokane.  The meeting begins promptly
at 9:00 a.m.  All members are welcome to attend.  Contact
Linda at the Council office if you want lunch, which costs
$16.26.

Upcoming board vacancies
Rene Tillman, District 9, and Betty Anderson, District

2, announced that they will not seek reelection to their re-
spective board seats this year.  Previously, Tom Wood, Dis-
trict 1, and Merle Hanson, District 3, announced their in-
tention to step aside.

Update on implementation of ESSB 5777
The House Health Care Committee held a work session

on the implementation of ESSB 5777 on Tuesday April 15,

based on a request by RPEC to chair, Eileen Cody earlier
this year.  During the hour-long meeting, testimony was
heard from RPEC, employers, the Insurance
Commissioner’s office, insurance brokers and health plan
administrators regarding legal and practical problems pre-
venting full implementation of the new law.

In 2003, RPEC led the effort to pass ESSB 5777, allow-
ing retired and retiring city, county and municipal employ-
ees access to their previous employers’ health coverage,
provided they pay the full cost of the plan and administra-
tive costs.

In some places, the law is working and retired employ-
ees have been able to obtain coverage through their former
employers.  Conversely, some small and self-insured em-
ployers are facing challenges, ranging from being unable to
find insurance carriers to write policies to fears that includ-
ing retirees will bankrupt their existing programs. Our goal
is to see that barriers are removed so that the law works as
intended.

Based on input at the meeting, Rep. Cody is setting up
an interim study to work on solutions to make this program
work as intended.

Numbers don’t lie, or do they?
The answer is maybe.  RPEC members found our just

how confusing things can become when the state House
and Senate start toying with prescription drug bills and their
contents.  Early in the session, E2SHB 1214 was THE pre-
scription drug bill supported by RPEC, AARP and the Se-
nior Lobby.  It made relief available to all Washington citi-
zens lacking drug coverage, created a purchasing consor-
tium that was open to large private organizations, and made
sure the poorest and neediest got the drugs they needed.
The Senate bill, SB 5904, was far less sweeping, affecting
only those age 50 and over, and the state-agency-only pur-
chasing consortium it calls for already exists.

Then each bill went to the opposite chamber.  Like a
fairy godmother, the House changed 5904 into a much bet-
ter-looking bill, while in the Senate, 1214 was turned into a
pumpkin, losing most of its desirable provisions.

Trying to keep members straight on what we’re support-
ing and what messages to send to legislators became diffi-
cult.  As this is written, no agreement on any bill has been
reached.

Medicare offset update
The amount of the health insurance offset provided to

Medicare-eligible retired teachers and state employees who
purchase health coverage through the state will not be cer-
tain until the final budget is passed.  The short-lived House
budget was very close to the governor’s proposal – $109.22
for 2004 and $132.20 for 2005.  The Senate proposed a
more modest $102.03 for 2004 and $115.49 for 2005.  This
year’s offset is $92.74.  All figures are per month.

This “explicit subsidy” was put in place in 1994 when
Medicare-eligible retired teachers and state employees were
grouped into a separate risk pool.

Survey results reviewed, recommendations to
follow

The Membership Committee met on April 3, in Olym-
pia, to review the results of the Millennium Study Group
(MSG) survey, conducted in January.  The committee dis-
cussed the results and has adopted recommendations and a
report that will be presented to the board at the May meet-
ing.  A summary of results will be shared with the member-
ship after the Board has received the report.

Thanks to all who completed and returned surveys.  We
had a 12 percent return!

No word yet from Court
There has been no word on a ruling from the Court of

Appeals on our January hearing.  The issue to be decided is
the timeliness of filing our lawsuit on the elimination of the
Section 195 COLA.  If we win this appeal, we will be able
to continue our suit claiming Plan 1 retirees were wrongly
denied this COLA.

with handouts and talking points, “walked the Hill” meet-
ing with legislators, asking them to improve SHB 1204.

Our members found out how easy it is for constituents
to get walk-in appointments with their senators and how
willing they were to listen. Getting their vote was not quite
so simple, but the grass-roots effort provided good visibil-
ity and participants said it was well worth the time and
learning experience. We hope to do this again in the future
and look forward to having even greater participation by
members.

Your RPEC Member ID
With the implementation of a new membership database

(see next page), RPEC members now have an official Mem-
ber ID number.

This ID number is attached with your name on all corre-
spondence from the Council Office. Please note this num-
ber and refer to it when calling or writing to the office with
changes regarding your information.

Your Member ID number is shown on the address por-
tion immediately following your name as follows:

Your Name        Mbr ID: XXXXX

“For every action there is an equal and
opposite government program.“

A Message from Christine Gregoire,
Washington State Attorney General
Prescription Drug Restitution

I have filed a series of cases against drug companies
for price fixing and violation of patent laws. These illegal
actions have driven up prices for critical drugs, many of
them needed by senior citizens on fixed incomes. Our
settlements with the drug companies call for restitution
for consumers, so visit the Antitrust portion of our website
(http://www.wa.gov/ago) to see if any of the prescription
drugs needed by your family are part of these settlements.

As we have worked out these cases, we also have
learned how important it is to shop around for prescrip-
tion drugs. A survey my office conducted showed prices
vary dramatically between pharmacies in the same city.
So check prices before you buy!

Overwelmed By Junk Mail?
It is not possible to make just one phone call to stop all

junk mail delivery, but you can make a dent by mailing a
request to: Mail Preference Service, PO Box 9008,
Farmingdale, NY 11735-9008. You must include your
name, address, phone number and signature with a state-
ment notifying various companies to stop sending junk.


