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RPEC News Update

Board Highlights

The RPEC executiveboard helditsregular quarterly meeting
on Tuesday, August 10, in Olympia. Chapter presidentshave
been sent copiesof thefull minutes. Hereare some highlights:

Treasurer’sReport: Our membership numbersarelessthan
we projected for thistime, but not serioudly so. Wehaveatotal
of 9,956 dues-paying members plus 14 members of the 100
Club—memberswho are age 100 or older. 100 Club members
pay no dues.

Membership Committee: The Membership Committee
ordered vestswith the RPEC |ogo onthem. Thevestsareted
with tan trim and comein sizesM through XXXL. Thevests
arefor salefor $20 and also available for membersto use at
functions where we want to be easily identified as RPEC
members.

PAC: ThePAC continuesto makeendorsementsfor thecoming
primary and general elections. A report of current
recommendationsisel sewhereinthisnewdetter.

L egidative Committee: Stateand federal prioritiesfor 2005
were submitted to the board. The board accepted the report
and referred it to the 2004 convention for consideration by the
RPEC delegates.

Ballot Issues: Theboard voted to take positions on some of
thevariousballot issues. Only theboard, not the PAC, can act
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onissues. Their recommendationsarein another part of the
newdetter.

Special Report: Bill Daley, fromthe Office of thelnsurance
Commissioner, reported on apackage of health care proposas
thecommissioner issupporting for next sesson. Theissuesare
designed to help provide coverage for more of the uninsured
whichwill ineffect lower cogtsfor dl who pay for hedth coverage
and services. The packageincludes proposal son risk-pooling
for insurers, Washington Fair Share, requiring largeemployers
to provide health coverage or pay afeeinto apool; insureal
children under 18; and a private-public drug purchasing
consortium. Theboard voted to refer the plan to the convention.

Convention Reminders

Thereislessthan 1 month until the 2004 RPEC Annual
Convention. Remember to bring thoseold eyeglassesand hearing
aidsfor Nydia Spangler so she can seethat they aregivento
thosewho can’t afford to buy new ones.

The date hasnow come and gonefor submitting proposed
Condgtitutional Amendmentsand proposed Resolutions. Wehave
received two proposed Constitutional Amendmentsand five
proposed resol utions. Our room block at the hotel isfilling up
fast, soif you haven’'t madeyour reservationsyet, pleasedo so
quickly asthey wereonly guaranteeing our block until August
20,

Special thanks to Chapter 2!

Thanksto volunteersfrom Chapter 2 who stuffed the voter
registration packetsand AFSCME information folders.

L eader ship workshops a hit!

L eadership workshopsfor chapter presidents, membership
andlegidativechairswereheldin Olympia, Everett, Ellensburg
and Spokane during July and August. Other chapter officers
and members were welcome to attend. President George
Masten and executivedirector CassandradelaRosaconducted
theworkshops, using new notebooks prepared by the Council
officefor presidents and membership chairs. The notebooks
contain awealth of information for officersto useand share,
and wereahit with everyone. Central Washington chaptershad
thebest turnout — 24 members! Notebooksare availablefor al
chapter presidentsand membership chairs. If youfaledto attend
aworkshop, contact the Council officeto get your copy.

Communication isthe key!

Getting membersto attend chapter meetingsinvolvesplanning
agood meeting, running the meeting in abusinesslikefashion,
having agood |l ocation, and making sure membersknow about
themeeting! Onething wasabundantly clear at theleadership
workshops: chapters that use meeting notices or chapter
newd ettersget better turnoutsthan thosewho don't. The best
turnout resultsfrom awritten noticeAND using thephonetree
to remind membersof themeeting.



Voter registration project causes confusion

A project toimprovevoter participationinadvertently caused
some confusion for RPEC members. We apol ogize to those
memberswho erroneoudy received anotice saying they weren't
registered to vote.

The RPEC membershiplist wasrun againgt voter registration
lists so we could encourage memberswho aren’ t registered to
do so and to vote. After we had sent |etters and registration
cardstoroughly 1700 RPEC memberslisted asnon-registered,
welearned that if namesin our list and thevoter list don’t match
exactly, the personislisted asnon-registered. Thus, Heyward
Cowan, who isregistered as H.D. Cowan, and afew dozen
other members, came back as non-registered. Please | et the
Council office know if you were incorrectly listed as non-
registered so we can update our records.

The good news? Over 70 percent of RPEC membersare
registered to vote!

VOTE 2004

Washingtonvoterswill experienceanew method of votingin
the primary elections. Voters must choose ONE ballot only.
Different countiesare using different methods, soif you are
uncertain of how to select your ballot, please call your county
el ectionsdepartment for instructions. Your voteispreciousand
should not bewasted becauseyou failed tofollow directionsor
worse, refused to vote because the method is new. You may
vote only for candidates from one party in the primary, plus
candidatesin the non-partisan races. Whatever your political

persuasion, besureto VOTE!

Election 2004 - PAC Recommendations

Thefull PAC interviewed candidatesfrom both partiesfor
the position of attorney general on July 26. On July 29, Ed
Montermini and Rose Gittings participated in interviews of
candidates for Supreme Court Justice. Local chapters are
conducting their own interviewsand in somecases, joiningin
interviews set up by the Washington Federation of State
Employeesfor candidatesfor the state L egidature. Interviews
will continuethroughout September and into October. If there
arelegidative candidatesinyour areawhom you believe merit
support, cal the Council officeto discussthe possibility of setting
upaninterview.

BALLOT RECOMMENDATIONS

The executive board makesthefollowing recommendations
onthesebalotissueswhichwill beontheNOVEMBER ballot
(not the primary).

Initiative 892 — Non-tribal gaming activities
Oppose

Sets standards for hazardous
& radioactive waste
Support

Authorizing charter schools

Oppose

Initiative 297 —

Referendum 55 —

ThePalitica Action Committee makesrecommendationson
these candidates. Recommendations are based on support for
our issues, persond interviewsand aboved|, recommendations
fromlocal chapters.

U.S. Senate Patty Murray (D)
Governor Christine Gregoire (D)
Attorney General

- Republican ballot Mike Vasca (R)

- Democrat ballot Mark Sidran (D)

Insurance Comm.
Supreme Ct Pos. 1
Supreme Ct Pos 5
Supreme Ct Pos 6
U.S. Congress #1
U.S. Congress #2
U.S. Congress #3
U.S. Congress #4
U.S. Congress #5
U.S. Congress #6
U.S. Congress #7
U.S. Congress #8
U.S. Congress #9

Mike Kreidler (D)

Mary Kay Becker (non-partisan)
Barbara Madsen (non-partisan)
No recommendation

Jay Inslee (D)

Rick Larsen (D)

Brian Baird (D)

No recommendation

Don Barbieri (D)

Norm Dicks (D)

Jim McDermott (D)

No recommendation

Adam Smith (D)

Satel egidature
34 LegidativeDistrict

House Pos.1
House Pos.2

Senate Lisa Brown (D)
Alex Wood (D)

Timm Ormsby (D)

4" | egidativeDistrict  Senate Tim Hattenburg (D)
11" Legislative District
House Pos.2 Bob Hasegawa (D)
21% | egidlative District
House Pos.1 Mary Helen Raberts (D)
22" |_egidlative District
House Pos.1 Brendan Williams (D)
38" Legislative District

House Pos.2 Mike Sells (D)

Many more candidateinterviewsarescheduled. Thislist will
be updated beforethe general election.
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