

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 10
RESOLUTION TO THE WASHINGTON STATE RETIRED PUBLIC EMPLOYEES COUNCIL ON ESTABLISHING A PROACTIVE ROLE IN PROTECTING THE PENSION SYSTEM FROM FURTHER LOSSES
Although retiree organizations made a significant contribution in lobbying the state legislature to defeat the 2010 Plan 1 COLA bill, they found themselves on the defensive.  Legislators, largely indifferent on pension issues, were operating in a legislative environment where obligations to their constituents’ retirement benefits meant little.  For them, passing the bill meant saving money.  Future economic and legal consequences were not on the table.
The intent of this resolution would put RPEC working with retiree organizations in front of the process, requiring us to discover and assess threats, educate and lobby our representatives and take more timely actions.  Chapter 35 thanks the following for support in developing this resolution: Chapter 3, the officers of Chapter 28, and Chapter 46 member Charles Gelsleichter.
WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature has passed legislation resulting in significant losses to members of the Public Employees Retirement System through the loss of the Plan 1 COLA; and,
WHEREAS, this legislation was developed and introduced by the Governor and certain legislators without the benefit of significant consultation with members of the pensions systems and their representative organizations; and,
WHEREAS, the Governor and the Legislature has considered and will consider other ways to modify the pensions (including, but not limited to, the further underfunding and merging of pension) which could result in further losses to the beneficiaries.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Retired Public Employees Council of Washington (RPEC) will establish a proactive role in protecting the PERS system for its members by analyzing those aspects of PERS that can be changed by legislation and by determining the basic benefits that must not be lost to our members.  RPEC must develop strategies that will protect those basic benefits; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that RPEC must join with other public retirement organizations and unions to present a unified voice for all public system retirees.
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